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5. (Amended) The composition ofclaim I wherein the oxidizable cpoxy or anhydride 
Functional polybuiadiene comprises particles whose average particle size is in the range ot 
from about 10 nm to about SOOO nm, and which particles are substantially uniformly 
distributed in ihft polymer composition. , — 



13. (Amended) The polymer compuiiitiun oi claim 1 wherein the composition consists 
essentially of a blend of at least one ethylene vinyl alcohol copolymer, at least one 
oxidizable epoxy or anhydride functional poly butadiene, and at least one metal 
carboxylate salt catalyst. 

14. (Amended) The polymer composition ofclaim 1 wherein the composition consists 
essentially of a reaction product of at least one ethylene vinyl alcohol copolymer, at least 
one oxidi/able cpoxToTan^^ functional polybutadiene, and at least one mtlal 
carboxylate salt catalyst. 



15. (Amended) An oxygen baiTier film comprising a layer of a polymer composition 
which consists essentially of: 

a) at least one ethylene vinyl alcohol copolymer; 

b) at least one oxidizable epoxy or anhydride functional polybutadiene; and 

c^ at least one metal s nl^ pataly^it 



19. (Amended) A multilayer article which comprises: 

a) a polyme^r composition layer consisting essentially of at least one ethylene vinyl 
alcohol copolymer; at least one oxidizable epoxy or anhydride functional polybutadiene; 
and at least one meial salt catalyst; and 

b) a then-noplastic polymer layer on one or both sides of the polymer composition layer. 



24. (Amended) A shaped article which comprises a polymer composition which consists 
essentially of: 

a) 3t least one ethylene vinyl alcohol copolymer; 
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27. (Amended) A process Ibr producing a polymer composition which comprises: 

a) melting at least one ethylene vinyl alcohol copolymer; 

b) blending the molten copulymer with at least one oxidiriiblc [polydicne] epoxy or 
anhydride functional polybutadiene and at least one metal salt catalyst to thereby form a 
mixture which consists essentially ol the ethylene vinyl alcohol copolymer, epoxy or 
anhydride functional polybutadiene and metal salt catalyst; and 

c) cooling the mixture. 




29. (Amended) A process for producing an oxygen barrier film which comprises: 

a) melting at least one ethylene vinyl alcohol copolymer; 

b) blending the molten copolymer with at least one oxidizable epoxy or anhydride 
functional polybutadiene and at least one metal salt catalyst to thereby form a mixture 
which consists essentially of the ethylene vinyl alcohol copolymer, epoxy or anhydride 
functional polybutadiene and metal salt catalyst; 

c) extruding, casting or blowing the mixture info a film; and 

d) cooling the film. ' 



32. (Amended) A process for producing an oxygen barrier polymer film which comprises: 

a) melting a composition which consists essentially of at least one ethylene vinyl alcohol 
copolymer; at least one oxidizable epoxy or anhydride functional polybutadiene; and at 
least one metal salt catalyst; 

b) extruding, casting or blowing the composition into a film; and 

c) cooling the film. 

33. (Amended) A process for producing a multilayer article which comprises 

a) melting at least one ethylene vinyl alcohol copolymer; ai least one oxidizable epoxy or 
anhydride functional polybutadiene; and at least one metal salt catalyst to thereby form a 
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mixture which consists essentially of the ethylene vinyl alcohol copolymer, epuxy ur 
anhydride functional polybutadiene and metal salt catalyst; 

b) separately melting a thermoplastic polymer composition; 

c) coextruding, casting, blowing, thermoforming, blow molding or coinjecting the 
mixture and theimoplastic polymer composition into a multilayer article; and 

d) cooling tlic aiLicIc. 




36. (Amended) The process of claim 33 wherein said copolymer is melted prior to 
blending with said oxidizable epoxy or anhydride functional polybutadiene. 

37. (Amended) The process ofclaim 33 wherein said copolymer and said oxidizable 
epoxy or anhydridc junctional polybutadiene are melted after blending. 



39. (Amended) A process for producing a multilayer article which comprises: 

a) melting at least one ethylene vinyl alcohol copolymer; at least one oxidizable epoxy or 
anhydride functional polybutadiene; and at least one metal salt catalyst to thereby form a 
mixture which consists essentially of the ethylene vinyl alcohol copolymer, epoxy or 
anhydride functional polybutadiene and metaKsalt catalyst; 

b) separately melting a thermoplastic polymer composition; 

c) coinjecting molding the mixture and thermoplastic polymer composition into a 
multilayer preform; 

d) reheating the perform; and 

c) blow molding the perform i nto a multilayer article. 



Please add the following claims: 



41. (New) An oxygen-scavenging polymer composition which comprises: 

a) at least one ethylene vinyl alcohol copolymer; 

b) at least one oxidizable. anhydride functional polybutadiene; and 

c) at least one metal salt catalyst. 
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42. (New) The composition of claim 41 wherein ihe oxidizabie, anhydride lunctionai 
polybutadiene comprises particles which arc substantially uniformly distributed in the 
polymer composition. 

43. (New) The composition of claim 41 wherein the oxidizabie, anhydride functional 
polybutadiene comprises particles whose average particle si^-c is in the range of from 
about 10 nm to about 5000 nm, and which particles are substantially unifomily 
distributed in the polymer composition. 

44. (New) The composition of claim 4 1 further comprising a base cataly.St. 

45. (New) The composition of claim 41 further comprising a clay. 

46. (New) The composition of claim 41 wherein the composition comprises a blend of at 
leaiit one ethylene vinyl alcohol copolymer, at least one oxidizabie, anhydride functional 
polybutadiene and at least one metal carboxylate salt catalyst. 
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47. (New) The composition of claim 41 wherein the composition comprises a reacti 
product of at least one ethylene vinyl alcohol copolymer, at least one oxidizabie, 
anhydride functional polybutadiene and at least one metal carboxylate salt catalyst. 

48. (New) An oxygen barrier film comprising a layer of a polymer composition of claim 
41. 

49. (New) A multilayer article which cumpi ises the polymer composition of claim -11. 

50. (New) A shaped article which comprises the polymer composition of claim 41 . 



Cancel claims 2 and 3. 
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